r* PRESENTED TO YUKON OUTFITTERS ASSOCIATION - 22 APRIL, 1978 


PROPOSED SHEEP REGULATIONS 


IN MOST JURISDICTIONS SHEEP ARE MANAGED FOR TROPHIES. EVEN 
THOUGH WE CAN NO LONGER IGNORE THE FACT THAT THE WILDLIFE BELONGS 
TO ALL YUKONERS AND THAT RESIDENT HUNTERS AND CONSERVATIONISTS _ 
MAY HAVE THEIR OWN IDEAS ABOUT SHEEP MANAGEMENT, WE HOPE THAT WE 
WILL BE ABLE TO MANAGE SHEEP FOR TROPHIES IN MOST AREAS OF THE 
YUKON. TO MOST HUNTERS A TROPHY RAM MEANS A FULL CURL HEAD, 
HOPEFULLY OF A QUALITY THAT WOULD "MAKE THE BOOK". WE HAVE MANY 
GOOD QUALITY SHEEP POPULATIONS WHICH HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO GROW 
TOP TROPHIES, BUT IN ORDER TO REACH OPTIMUM SIZE, WE MUST GIVE 
THEM THE CHANCE TO GET OLD, SINCE HORN GROW CONTINUOUS UNTIL THE 
ANIMAL DIES. 

THE OUTFITTERS ASSOCIATION HAS ASSURED US FOR MANY YEARS 
THAT THEY ARE INTERESTED IN TROPHY SHEEP HUNTING AND THAT MANY OF 
THEIR MEMBERS HAVE IMPOSED A FULL CURL RULE ON THEIR CLIENTAL 
ALREADY VOLUNTARILY. THE REGULATION CHANGE FOR 1978, MAKING IT 
NECESSARY FOR NON RESIDENT HUNTERS TO TAKE FULL CURL (9 YEAR 
OLD) RAMS IS THEREFORE AN ATTEMPT BY THE GAME BRANCH TO SUPPORT 
THE OUTFITTERS' ATTITUDE THAT SHEEP SHOULD BE MANAGED FOR TROPHIES. 
| “"We HOPE THAT THE YUKON FISH AND CAME ASSOCIATION WILL COME 
UP WITH SIMILAR RECOMMENDATIONS, SO THAT THIS REGULATION CHANGE 
CAN ALSO APPLY TO RESIDENT HUNTERS IN MOST AREAS OF THE YUKON. 
HOWEVER, IT IS NOT CRITICAL THAT THE RESIDENT HUNTERS HAVE NOT MADE 
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CURL RESTRICTIONS JUST LIKE THE NON RESIDENTS. 

FOR THE 1979 SEASON IT IS PROPOSED TO INITIATE A QUOTA 
SYSTEM FOR SHEEP. IT WILL BE IMPOSED ONLY IN AREAS WHERE IT IS 
NECESSARY, BECAUSE OF THE SEVERE HUNTING PRESSURE THE SHEEP 
ARE EXPOSED TO. THE ONLY AREA CONSIDERED FOR 1979 IS THE 
SOUTHEASTERN QUARTER OF G.M.Z. 7, NAMELY D. CALLISON'S OUT- 
FITTING AREA. THIS AREA HAS BEEN OF CONCERN TO US FOR SOME 
TIME, SINCE IN ADDITION TO THE OUTFITTERS TAKE, THERE HAVE 
BEEN YEARS WHEN MORE THAN 50% OF THE RESIDENT HUNTERS HARVEST 
HAS COME OUT OF THIS SMALL REGION. _ 

THE AREA WAS SURVEYED BY THE GAME BRANCH IN 1973, AND IT 
WAS THEN DETERMINED THAT THIS AREA COULD PRODUCE ANNUALLY ABOUT 
30 GOOD TROPHY RAMS. THAT YEAR THE TOTAL TAKE WAS 25 AND THEY 
WERE GOOD TROPHIES. THE AVERAGE AGE OF THE RAMS TAKEN WAS OVER 
TEN YEARS AND THE AVERAGE HORN LENGTH OF THOSE TAKEN BY NON 
RESIDENTS WAS 36.8 INCHES. IN 1974 THE HARVEST WENT UP DRAMA- 
TICALLY, WITH 51 RAMS KNOWN TO BE SHOT. THIS EXCESSIVE HARVEST 
WITH THE ACCOMPANYING DECREASE IN AVERAGE AGE AND AVERAGE HORN 
LENGTHS OF THE RAMS TAKEN RESULTED IN THE IMPOSITION OF THE 
FULL CURL ( MINIMUM AGE OF 9 YEARS) RULE. THIS RESTRICTION HAD 
THE DESIRED EFFECTS, SINCE IN.1975 THE TOTAL HARVEST WENT DOWN 
TO 23, WELL BELOW THE ALLOWABLE ONE OF ABOUT-30. IN 1976 THE 
HARVEST WENT UP AGAIN TO 29 AND LAST SEASON (1977) TO 39, WHICH 
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THE ATTACHED TABLE SUMMARIZES THE RELEVANT STATISTICS FOR 
THE PAST 5 YEARS. OVER THIS FIVE-YEAR OBSERVATION PERIOD THE 
AVERAGE AGE OF THE RAMS SHOT HAS DECREASED BY TWO YEARS AND THE 
AVERAGE HORN LENGTH BY OVER ONE INCH. IN ORDER TO ASSURE QUALITY 
HUNTING AND GOOD TROPHIES IT IS OUR INTENTION TO LIMIT THE NUMBER 
OF RAMS KILLED TO 30 PER YEAR. THIS IS NOT A SEVERE RESTRICTION 
SINCE THE HARVEST HAS BEEN BELOW 30 IN THREE OUT OF THE LAST FIVE 
YEARS « 

A SECOND REASON WHY THIS AREA SHOULD BE MANAGED FOR TROPHIES 
IS THE EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY AND THE GREAT POTENTIAL THESE SHEEP 
HAVE TO PRODUCE GOOD HEADS. WE KNOW FROM MEASURING ALL SHEEP 
SHOT IN YUKON FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THAT THESE SHEEP ARE AMONG 
THE BEST IF NOT THE BEST POPULATION IN YUKON, AS FAR AS HORN GROWTH 
POTENTIAL GOES. IF WE COMPARE THESE HORNS TO THOSE OF SHEEP TAKEN 
IN G.M.Z. 2 ALONG THE DEMPSTER HIGHWAY THE FOLLOWING STATISTICS ARE 
INTERESTING. A 6=-YEAR OLD SHEEP IN CALLISON'S AREA HAS HORNS 8 
INCHES LONGER THAN A 6-YEAR OLD SHEEP FROM EITHER JENSEN'S AND 
LOW'S AREA ALONG THE DEMPSTER HIGHWAY. TO OBTAIN THE SAME SIZE OF 
HORN THE 6-YEAR OLD RAM HAS IN CALLISON'S AREA, TAKES RAMS ALONG 
THE DEMPSTER HIGHWAY NINE YEARS. THE ATTACHED TABLE SHOWS THIS 
RELATIONSHIP. 

THERE IS THEREFORE NO DOUBT IN OUR MINDS THAT - IF WE WANT TO 
MANAGE SHEEP IN ANY AREA OF THE YUKON FOR TROPHIES - IT IS HERE 
WHERE IT HAS TO BE DONE. IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSIBLE AND IT WOULD 


REVEAL LITTLE COMPETENCE IN SHEEP MANAGEMENT CAPABILITY ON PART OF 
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THE GAME BRANCH IF WE LET THIS HIGH QUALITY POPULATION GO TO 
WASTE, AND CONCENTRATE ON OUR TROPHY-MANAGEMENT EFFORTS ON 
LOWER QUALITY POPULATIONS , WHICH SIMPLY DO NOT HAVE THE 


POTENTIAL TO EVEN GROW GOOD HEADS. 


Manfred Hoefs 
ZlgApril, 1976 
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PROPOSED GOAT REGULATIONS 


THE MOUNTAIN GOAT IS OUR RAREST BIG GAME ANIMAL. SURVEYS 
HAVE NOW BEEN COMPLETED IN ALL YUKON GOAT RANGES, AND THEIR 
TOTAL NUMBER OUTSIDE OF KLUANE NATIONAL PARK AND KLUANE GAME 
SANCTUARY IS AROUND 430. IN YUKON THE GOATS REACH THE NORTHERN 
LIMITS OF THEIR DISTRIBUTION AND THE POPULATIONS ARE CHARACTERIZED 
BY VERY LOW DENSITIES AND BY LOW PRODUCTIVITY. THE LARGEST NUMBER 
CLASSIFIED IN ANY ONE SEASON WAS IN 1975 WHEN 208 GOATS WERE 
LOCATED IN GAME MANAGEMENT ZONE 11, OF THESE ONLY 22 OR ABOUT 12% 
WERE KIDS. THIS SURVEY WAS DONE IN JULY, WHEN THE KIDS WERE 2 
MONTHS OLD. WINTER IS THE TIME WHEN MORTALITY IS HIGHEST, AND IT 
IS THEREFORE DOUBTFUL THAT THE RECRUITMENT RATE INTO THE ADULT 
POPULATION WILL BE HIGHER THAN ABOUT 5%. HUNTING HARVEST MUST NOT 
EXCEED THIS RECRUITMENT RATE, IF WE WANT TO MAINTAIN STABLE POPULA- 
TIONS. 

THE GAME BRANCH HAS BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT OUR GOATS FOR SOME 
TIME, SINCE WE HAVE SO FEW OF THEM AND SINCE THEY ARE SO EASY TO 
KILL. AS SOON AS GAME SURVEYS WERE COMPLETED IN G.M.Z. 7 FOUR 
YEARS AGO, WE IMPOSED AN 8-INCH MINIMUM HORN LENGTH FOR LEGAL 
GOATS, PROTECTED FEMALES WITH KIDS AND SHORTENED THE SEASON. THIS 
WAS A TEMPORARY RELIEF SINCE THE TOTAL YUKON HARVEST DROPPED FROM 
A HIGH OF 62 AND 54 IN 1971/72 AND 1972/73 TO A LOW OF 17 IN 1976/77. 
THERE WAS ALSO THE DESIRED SHIFT IN HARVEST FROM FEMALES TO MALES. 
"HOWEVER, UNFORTUNATELY THERE HAS BEEN AN UPSURGE IN GOAT HUNTING 
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HIGHEST NUMBER IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS. MOST OF THIS INCREASE 
CAME FROM THE GAME MANAGEMENT ZONE WE ARE MOST CONCERNED ABOUT - 
G.M.Z. 7. TO MAKE THINGS WORSE THERE HAS ALSO BEEN AN INCREASE 
IN HUNTING ON THE B.C. SIDE OF THE BORDER, AND THE GOATS IN THE 
EASTERN HALF OF G.M.Z. 7 ARE KNOWN TO MIGRATE BACK AND FORTH. 
‘LAST SEASON (1977) WHEN 14 GOATS WERE SHOT IN.G.M.zZ. 7 IN YUKON 
ANOTHER 6 GOATS ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN SHOT IN B.C. THE TOTAL 
POPULATION IN THIS ZONE WAS ESTIMATED AT 100 IN 1975, THAT 
PORTION OCCUPYING THE EASTERN HALF OF G.M.Z. HAVE DECREASED SINCE 
THAN BY ABOUT 40%. | 

AS ALREADY POINTED OUT, WE CAN NOT HUNT GOATS IN OUR 
LATITUDE AT RATES IN EXCESS OF 4 TO 5%, BUT LAST SEASON ALONE 
ABOUT 20% WERE SHOT. IT IS THEREFORE NOT SURPRISING THAT THE 
POPULATION IS GOING DOWNHILL AND THAT WE HAVE TO TAKE SOME VERY 
DRASTIC STEPS IF WE WANT TO SAVE THEM. 

GOATS ARE ALSO OVERHARVESTED IN THE OUTFITTING AREAS OF 
G.M.Z. 11. THE 150 GOATS IN THAT AREA MAY SUSTAIN A REMOVAL 
RATE OF 7 OR 8 PER YEAR, HOWEVER, 15 ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN 
IN 1977. 

SINCE IT IS THE MANDATE OF OUR GAME BRANCH TO PROPERLY 
MANAGE THE YUKON'S WILDLIFE, AND SINCE OUR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
REQUIRE TO ONLY HARVEST POPULATIONS AT THE SUSTAINED YIELD LEVEL 
AND TO LET DEPLETED AND ENDANGERED POPULATIONS BUILD UP TO THE 
: CARRYING CAPACITY OF THEIR RANGES THE FOLLOWING STEPS WILL BE 


TAKEN DURING 1978 AND 1979; ALL OF THESE HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
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DISCUSS WITH THE OUTFITTERS ASSOCIATION ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS. 

THE EASTERN HALF OF G.M.Z. 7 (CALLISON'S OUTFITTING AREA) 
WHERE LESS THAN 30 GOATS REMAIN ON THE YUKON SIDE OF THE BORDER 
WILL BE CLOSELY TO GOAT HUNTING STARTING THIS SEASON (1978). 
THE WESTERN HALF OF G.M.Z.7 (BABALA'S OUTFITTING AREA) HAS NOT 
BEEN SURVEYED SINCE 1975, WHEN 50 GOATS WERE USING THAT RANGE. 
IT WILL BE RE-SURVEYED THIS SUMMER AND THE REGULATION CHANGES 
NECESSARY WILL BE ANNOUNCED AFTER THAT SURVEY. EVEN IF CLOSURE 
-IS NOT NECESSARY IN THIS AREA BECAUSE OF INFLUX OF GOATS 
FROM KLUANE PARK, IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE POPULATION WILL 
BE HIGHER THAN IN 1975, WHEN. IT WAS ESTIMATED AT 50. FIFTY - 
GOATS CAN SUSTAIN A HARVEST OF PERHAPS 2 TO 3 A YEAR, 11 WERE 
TAKEN LAST SEASON (1977). 

THE REMAINING GOAT POPULATIONS IN YUKON WILL BE PUT UNDER > 
A QUOTA SYSTEM IN 1979, WHICH IS IN LINE WITH THE SUSTAINABLE 
YIELD LEVEL THESE POPULATIONS CAN BE EXPOSED TO. THE 300 GOATS 
IN G.M.Z. 11 WILL BE HARVESTED AT A RATE OF 15 GOATS PER YEAR. 
THE ATTACHED TABLE LISTS THE GOAT POPULATIONS IN YUKON, THEIR 


PRESENT HARVEST LEVELS AND PROPOSED QUOTAS. 


MANFRED HOEFS 
21 APRIL, 1978 
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